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Veterans Day Facts and Information 

Which is the correct spelling of Veterans Day?

a. Veterans Day
b. Veteran’s Day
c. Veterans’ Day

Veterans Day (choice a). Veterans Day does not include an apostrophe but does
include an “s” at the end of “veterans” because it is not a day that “belongs” to
veterans, it is a day for honoring all veterans.

On what day of the week will Veterans Day be observed?

Veterans Day is always observed officially on November 11, regardless of the day of
the week on which it falls. The Veterans Day National Ceremony, like most
ceremonies around the nation, is held on Veterans Day itself. However, when
Veterans Day falls on a weekday, many communities choose to hold Veterans Day
parades or other celebrations on the weekend before or after November 11 so that
more people can participate.

Who decides if a government office or business closes or stays open on
Veterans Day?

Federal government closings are established by the U.S. Office of Personnel
Management (OPM). Generally, when a holiday falls on a non-workday—Saturday or
Sunday—the federal government is closed on Monday (if the holiday falls on Sunday)
or Friday (if the holiday falls on Saturday).

State and local governments, including schools, are not required to follow OPM
closure policies and may determined for themselves whether to close or remain
open. Likewise, non-government businesses are free to make their own decisions to
close or remain open for business, regardless of federal, state or local government
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closings.

What is the difference between Veterans Day and Memorial Day?

Many people confuse Memorial Day and Veterans Day. Memorial Day is a day for
remembering and honoring military personnel who died in the service of their
country, particularly those who died in battle or as a result of wounds sustained in
battle. While those who died are also remembered, Veterans Day is the day set
aside to thank and honor ALL those who served honorably in the military – in
wartime or peacetime. In fact, Veterans Day is largely intended to thank LIVING
 veterans for their service, to acknowledge that their contributions to our national
security are appreciated, and to underscore the fact that all those who served – not
only those who died – have sacrificed and done their duty.

Why are red poppies worn on Veterans Day, and where can I obtain them?

The wearing of poppies in honor of America’s war dead is traditionally done on
Memorial Day, not Veterans Day. The practice of wearing of poppies takes its origin
from the poem In Flanders Fields, written in 1915 by John McCrae. For information on
how to obtain poppies for use on Memorial Day, contact a veterans service
organization, such as the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States (VFW) or
The American Legion, as a number of veterans organizations distribute poppies
annually on Memorial Day. You can find veterans groups in the Veterans Service
Organization link on VA’s Veterans Day web page. Veterans groups in your area can
be found in your local phone book. Look in the yellow pages under “Veterans and
Military Organizations” or a similar heading.

How can I get a Veterans Day poster?

Each September, posters are distributed to schools, state governments, Veterans
Day Regional Sites, the military services, and veterans service organizations. Poster
requests are fulfilled until the inventory is exhausted. You can download or print
your own poster from the Veterans Day Poster Gallery.

Can I get a Veterans Day Teachers’ Resource Guide?

Teachers’ Resource Guides may be downloaded. You may make as many additional
copies as you need.
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Is Veterans Day celebrated in other countries?

Yes, a number of countries honor their veterans each year on November 11,
although the name and types of commemorations differ somewhat from Veterans
Day celebrations in the United States. For example, Canada and Australia observe
“Remembrance Day” on November 11, and Great Britain observes “Remembrance
Day” on the Sunday nearest to November 11. There are similarities and differences
between these countries’ Remembrance Day and America’s Veterans Day. Canada’s
observance is actually quite similar to the U.S. celebration, in that the day is
intended to honor all who served in Canada’s Armed Forces. However, unlike in the
U.S., many Canadians wear red poppy flowers on November 11 in honor of their war
dead. In Australia, Remembrance Day is very much like America’s Memorial Day, a
day to honor that nation’s war dead.

In Great Britain, the day is commemorated by church services and parades of ex-
service members in Whitehall, a wide ceremonial avenue leading from London’s
Parliament Square to Trafalgar Square. Wreaths of poppies are left at the Cenotaph,
a war memorial in Whitehall, which was built after the First World War. At the
Cenotaph and elsewhere in the country, a two-minute silence is observed at 11 a.m.,
to honor those who lost their lives in wars.
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